
Dusk-the hour when all roads lead from Cockeysville to Baltimore, 
and embryonic sleuths sleuth in the alleys-

Phelice glanced out of the window, sighed and seated herself at her 
desk, staring at a letter. 

My dear daughter, 
Your sister informs me that you have been going out as 

frequently as one'night a week, and consequently neglecting your 
work. Phelice dear, you can not realize the stain that will black
en the name of Benkenstein if you fail to win your key. The 
Benkensteins and the Croppers have achieved that honor as far 
back as the Crusades. Jeyne is practically assured of winning 
hers, but your grades are hardly worthy of a Benkenstein. 

- Your devoted mother, 
Phi Beyta M. Benke:nstein. 

Phelice threw herself upon her divan (she had a s ingle in Vingolf), 
clutching an atmosphere organdie pillow with ruffles. 

"I can't give up my date with Derek for this silly tradition," she 
sobbed, and buried her face in another pillow. This one was magenta 
velvet with a brocade center. The divan groaned. 

Suddenly Phelice lifted her tear-stained face to the mirror, running 
her hand through her fluffy, flaxen curls, which framed her face in a 
delicious pineapple bob. For one long moment she gazed at her lovely face, 
and then she burst into tears again and wept for some hours. Finally 
she rose, and gazed out the window over the maze of starlit alleys "seen 
from Vingolf, looking east." 

"1," breathed Phelice, "shall achieve two keys-one for scholarship 
and one to a cottage of my own." 

She slipped into her ivory satin robe de nuit and was soon dream
ing beneath the silken coverlets, the blue one with the French knots being 
on top. 

It was March of the next year. Phelice astounded her family by 
following in J eyne's footsteps. The night after she had received her key, 
Mr. and Mrs. Benkenstein appeared. 

"Dear Phelice, we are so proud of you," cried Mrs. Benkenstein. 
"Mumsey darling, I'm awfully sorry, but I've a dinner date," ex

plained Phelice, toddling upstair s to complete her toilette. She appeared 
anon, very svelte in a pea-green dinner dress and a chic turban. From 
one delectable ear dangled an oddly shaped gold ear-ring. 

"Her Phi Beta Kappa key on her ear!" shrieked Mrs. Benkenstein, 
and swooned.; and while Mr. Benkenstein was attempting to revive her, 
Phelice slipped out. • 
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